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An Empirical Study of Provincial Benefits from Graduate Education in China

From the Perspective of Basic Educational Functions

WANG Chuanyi', LI Peng®, ZHAO Li-na®

(1. Institute of Education s Tsinghua University s Beijing 100084 ;
(2. Institute o f Education Science , Wuhan University , Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract; From the perspective of basic educational functions, provincial benefits from graduate education are judged by the
numbers of graduate students recruited from local provinces and those who stay and work there after they finish school. This
study indicates that various provincial universities recruit nearly 50% of their students from within their provinces and nearly
50% of all students find work in the provinces where their schools are. After considering irrelevant variables such as salary
levels and marriage-related relocations, locally-provided graduate education is found to have a huge influence on students’
decision to stay locally, especially doctoral students. With the central government giving more power to provincial authorities in
approving graduate programs, each province will benefit more from graduate education.
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