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Does the Matthew Effect Exist in the Distribution of National Excellent Doctoral Dissertations

WU Gen-zhou

(Nanchang University, Nanchang, Jiangzi 330031)

Abstract; Although the distribution of National Excellent Doctoral Dissertations (NEDD) is in non-equilibrium, it does not
necessarily indicate the existence of the Matthew effect. A quantitative analysis of the NEDD distribution encompassing the
total number, types of programs, and number of first-level disciplines shows that there is a Matthew effect as reflected by 7
units winning NEDDs which account for 15 56% of the total number, 9 types of programs (15 79%) and 4 firstlevel
disciplines (10. 00%). In comparison, there is an anti-Matthew effect with 32 units winning NEDDs which account for 71. 11 %
of the total number, 43 types of programs (75. 44%) and 33 first-level disciplines (82, 50%). The findings are consistent with
the tendency of higher education diversification.
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Study of Three Dimensions of Academic Character of PhD Students in Science and Engineering

CUI Hua-hua, ZHAO Zhi-ye

(Northwestern Polytechnic University, Xian, Shaanxi 710072)

Abstract; In the popularization of higher education in our country, larger numbers of young PhD students in science and
engineering are trained in a fulktime manner. In order to improve the quality of doctoral training, the students’ academic
character is explored from three dimensional perspectives — a lofty moral strength as its basis, a healthy personality as its
guarantee and continual creativity as its key. A discussion is also presented on the ways to enhance these three components of
fine academic character.

Keywords: PhD student in science and engineering; academic character; moral strength; personality; creativity



