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Thematic Analysis and Suggestions for Case Studies on Chinese Professional Degree Education:
A Mixed Study of Case Studies Selected by the Library of High-quality Case Studies

WU Libao, LIU Ruofan

(Faculty of Educations Tianjin Normal University s Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: The case studies of professional education degrees in China serve as important carriers for cultivating the educational
practice ability of professional degree postgraduates. With thehybrid research method combining the application of the LDA
topic model and the three-level coding of the grounded theory, the authors identify and analyze the themes of case studies on
professional degrees in education included in the library of high-qualitycase studies of the Ministry of Education. The results
show that the hot topics of the case studies selected are educational teaching and educational management. The theme of
educational teaching has three core categories: curriculum development, classroom teaching and student development; while
the theme of educational management includes two core categories: school governance and teachers’ education. To further
improve the library of high-quality case studies of professional degrees in education, the authors suggest that the structural
system for the themes of the case studies should be further improved, and the distribution of themes should be balanced more
evenly; the policy guidance for case themes should be intensified and the contemporaneity of the case topic selection should be
elevated; the case development guidance mechanism should be improved and the process of topic selecting and writing should be
standardized. In addition, the authors also suggest that we should promote training on case use and expand the applicability of
case resources.

Keywords: professional degree in education; teaching case; theme identification; mixed study



