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On the Postgraduate Enrollment Plan Management Reform from the Perspective
of Autonomous Review of Degree-Conferring Authorization

ZHANG Ligian', ZHAO Jinmin*, WU Xiao'

(1. a. Development Planning Office (Discipline Construction Office) s b. Graduate School s Tianjin University s Tianjin 300072, China;
2. National Academy of Education Administration, Beijing 102617, China)

Abstract: With further advancement of the “reforms to streamline administration, delegate powers, improve regulation, and
strengthen services” in education, the autonomy of postgraduate training institutions has been increasingly enhanced, with
flexible enrollment plans and autonomous degree-conferring authorization reviews being implemented and promoted. Focusing
on the reform process of postgraduate enrollment plan management and the autonomous review of degree-conferring
authorization, this study finds that postgraduate enrollment and degree-conferral authorization are somehow interconnected and
synergistic. However, the reform of enrollment plan management lags behind the reform of the autonomous review of degree-
conferring authorization, resulting a certain disconnection between the two in the current practical situation. Therefore, the
authors propose that, to establish an interconnected and synergistic mechanism between the two, we should grant the
universities that enjoy the autonomous degree-conferring authorization the power to autonomously determine their postgraduate
enrolment plans, so as to let them promote dynamic adjustment and optimize arrangement for the enrollment plans, with the
autonomous review of degree-conferring authorization as the institutional basis. Specifically, to realize the delegation of
postgraduate enrollment plan management authority, we should draw on the beneficial experience of autonomous degree-
conferring authorization review, strengthen the quality assurance of postgraduate education, dynamically adjust the multi-party
collaborative governance mechanism. This will ensure that the management of the enrollment plan and the reform of the
autonomous degree-conferring authorization review move forward together in the same direction, forming a well interconnected
and integrated whole.

Keywords: enrollment plan management; autonomous review of degree-conferring authorization; institutional synergy;

postgraduate education



