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Does Graduate Education Negatively Impact or Positively Promote Women’s Marriages?

LI Fengliang, YANG Yixing. LI Buyan

(School of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: As the scale of China’s graduate education continue to grow, the number and proportion of female graduate students
have risen markedly over the past decade, yet stereotypes such as “high education hinders women’ s marriage” remain
common. Using the 2023 Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS) and propensity score matching, this study examines the
impact of a graduate degree on women’s marriage, age at {irst marriage, spouse’s wage, and life happiness. The results show
that a graduate degree neither significantly delays women’s first marriage nor significantly lowers their probability of marrying;
meanwhile. women with graduate degrees have spouses with significantly higher wages and report significantly higher post-
marriage happiness. These findings refute the prejudice against highly educated women in the marriage market and confirm that
women’s human capital investment yields clear non-monetary returns. Society should offer women a more relaxed and friendly
environment and encourage high-level human capital investment.

Keywords: graduate education; females; age at first marriage; spouses; life happiness



