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Concept Clarification and Regulatory Analysis of “Malicious Peer Review” in Academic Evaluation

LIU Xudong'*

(1. Law School s School of Education Science s Jiangsu Normal University s Xuzhou, Jiangsu 221116, China ;
2. Institute for Chinese Legal Modernization Studies, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract: “Malicious review” during thesis peer review processes seriously undermines doctoral candidates’ rights to secure
their degrees. Unlike legitimate negative feedback, “malicious review” presents three behavioral characteristics: non-academic
evaluation motives, inconsistencies in evaluation logic, and violations of evaluation procedures. The administrative nature of
peer review determines that legal regulation should address “malicious review” practices; the theoretical orientation of social
systems theory suggests that the regulation of “malicious review” should adopt a two-pronged approach: strengthening internal
peer review processes and institutionalizing external academic review mechanisms; the three precipitating factors of “malicious
review” further determine the focus of regulatory frameworks. Therefore, the author proposes that regarding internal
regulatory framework, we should adopt thorough blind review mechanisms, “peer-of-narrow-field” review systems, and other
measures to avoid potential conflicts of interest in peer reviews and ensure constant presence of expert accountability awareness;
and regarding external regulatory framework, we should prioritize restarting peer review processes, adopt dual adjudication
mechanisms, and leverage digital technologies to ensure the professionalism and efficiency of academic re-evaluations in
response to “malicious reviews”.
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