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On the Causes and Solutions of Ethical Imbalance in Postgraduate Supervisor-Student Relationship:

From the Perspective of Asymmetrical Responsibility Theory

LIU Xu*, KOU Yingdan®

(a. Research Center for Teacher Education; b. School of Educational Science , Hunan Normal University , Changsha 410081,China)

Abstract: In current postgraduate education, the supervisor-student relationship is marked by obvious ethical imbalance,
manifesting in diverse alienated forms. The asymmetrical responsibility theory in Emmanuel Levinas’ Ethics of the Other,
with the priority of the Other as its ethical starting point, infinite responsibility as its essential attribute, and relational
generation as its practical dimension, breaks through the traditional cognition of symmetric exchange and power struggle,
providing theoretical support for the ethical reconstruction of the supervisor-student relationship. From this perspective, the
root causes of ethical imbalance in the supervisor-student relationship lie in subject misalignment under the dominance of
instrumental rationality, relational distortion influenced by disciplinary authority, and practical nihilism stemming form
permissive interaction. These three factors together form a complete chain of ethical imbalance, ranging from subject
positioning to relational structure and then to practical form. Therefore, the authors believe that the correction of ethical
imbalance requires awakening supervisors’ responsibility consciousness oriented towards “the Other” and their ethical sensitivity

&

to “the Other”, establishing an “asymmetrical” educational authority based on responsibility, and constructing an
institutionalized and routinized mechanism for both responsibility fulfillment and relationship constitution. Thus, a new
paradigm of supervisor-student relationship can be systematically forged which centers on responsibility ethics and features
mutually constitutive symbiosis between supervisors and students.
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