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Reconceptualizing Advantaged Disciplines: The Construction of

a Three-Dimensional Identification Framework

WANG Baoxi, CHEN Duanyu

(School of Teacher Education s Jiangsu University s Zhenjiang 212013, Jiangsus China)

Abstract: Advantaged disciplines are an important support for enhancing national core competitiveness, yet ambiguity in their
conceptual connotation has long constrained the deepening of related development practices. Returning to the three essential
disciplinary attributes of knowledge, institutions. and organizations, this study constructs a comprehensive evaluation
framework that integrates three-dimensional evaluation metrics—Advancement Level, Support Level, and Alignment Level—
with a four-tier reference hierarchy of campus, provincial, national, and international benchmarks. Within this framework,
advantaged disciplines are defined as dynamic systems that. within a specific reference hierarchy, generate significant
competitive advantages through high-level synergy and dynamic adaptation among advancement, support, and alignment. They
can accordingly be classified into four states: mature, developing, potential, and isolated-peak. This integrated conceptual
framework provides a theoretical basis for the precise identification, systematic diagnosis, strategic planning, and performance
evaluation of advantaged disciplines, and reveals their evolutionary logic from asymmetric development to dynamic equilibrium.
Future development of advantaged disciplines should promote the dynamic coupling and spiral advancement of these three-
dimensional capabilities, thereby achieving the sustainable optimization of the disciplinary system.

Keywords: advantaged disciplines; three-dimensional evaluation; advancement level; support level; alignment level



