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A Decade of the Double First-Class Construction: Shifts in International Perception and Global Experience

WANG Zhanjun', LAN Wenting®, ZHANG Zehui'

(1. School of Education ,Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China ;
2. Institute of Higher Education, China National Academy of Educational Sciencess Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: It has been a decade since China launched the “Double First-Class” initiative. A systematic study of the shifts in the
international community’s perception of the construction over the past decade will not only offer insights into China’s rise in
higher education to the world but also provide valuable references for the new phase of the “Double First-Class” construction.
Based on an analysis of multi-source data, including those from 154 international media reports, academic literature,
government documents, international organization reports and university cooperation agreements from 22 countries and
regions, this paper concludes that the international community’s understanding of China’s “Double First-Class” construction
over the past ten years features distinct multidimensionality and dynamic evolution. With its strong global influence and
competitive edge, the “Double First-Class” constructionhas reshaped the global landscape of higher education and forged a
China modelfor global higher education development. Meanwhile, it provides transferable practices for some other countries to
develop their higher education. This paper emphasizes that in the new phase of the “Double First-Class” construction, efforts
should be made to build a long-cycle evaluation system, optimize the innovation-to-market ecosystem, upgrade
internationalization priorities, and strengthen the categorized and tiered development among universities, so as to propel China’
s steady advancement toward becoming a strong power in higher education.

Keywords: international perspective; “Double First-Class” construction; perception shift; higher education



