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Nostalgia Fades Away: A Qualitative Study of Postgraduates from Rural Areas Who Long for Leaving Countryside

Based on the Narrations of 17 Postgraduates from Countryside

SHI Guangjun

(School of Educational Science /Rural Education Research Center of China ,» Yangzhou University » Yangzhou 225009, Jiangsu ,China)

Abstract: Postgraduates from rural areas share a tendency to stay away from their hometowns and their study at universities
become a driving force that makes the so-called “rural educated people leave the countryside” a reality. Based on the stories of
17 postgraduates from rural areas pursuing higher learning, it is found that in universities, there are many points of benefit for
the students to be "others" and kitsch, and a rule in running for the students to catch up with urban life. In addition, there are
many participants whose nostalgia for their hometowns is gradually fading away, and alienated behaviors in rampant
competitions in universities. All these have squeezed the rural cultural root of postgraduates from rural areas. In terms of in-

depth causation, the "social status difference” originated from and composed of economic capital, cultural capital, social capital
and symbol capital is the bottom reason for postgraduates from rural areas who long for leaving countryside. The author
suggests that although the phenomenon of postgraduates from rural areas longing for leaving countryside is a result caused by
many reasons, the education system can do something anyhow. Specifically, universities can try to boost rural self-confidence
with postgraduates from rural areas as the main part, enrich rural elements in universities, and weaken the system orientation
that encourages postgraduates from rural areas to leave the countryside.

Keywords: rural young people; rural students; rural educated people leaving the countryside; postgraduates



