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How Can Supervisors’ Ability Improve Postgraduates’ Research Performance .

Based on the Survey of Five “Double First-Class” Universities

ZHENG Ye'*?, LI Zhenmiao'™, XIAO Min'"?

(1.a. School of Public Policy and Administration ;0. Graduate School s Northwestern Polytechnical University, Xi’an, 710072;
2. Shaanxi Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Research Center , Xi’an 710072 ,China)

Abstract: To construct a theoretical model of the influence of supervisor's ability on postgraduates” research performance, the
authors use 544 postgraduates from five double first-class universities in Shaanxi Province as samples. In addition, they verify
the theoretical model with the structural equation model and Bootstrap method. The results show that: first, both the academic
ability and guidance ability of supervisors significantly facilitate the innovation ability and research performance of
postgraduates, and the guidance ability of supervisors has a stronger positive influence, and the management ability of
supervisors does not influence the innovation ability of postgraduates, but positively influences their research performance;
second, the innovation ability of postgraduates plays a completely mediating role between the academic ability of supervisors
and the research performance of postgraduates (which means a master teacher cannot train all his students into excellent
professionals), and a partially mediating role between the guidance ability of supervisors and the research performance of
postgraduates; third, the positive influence of the academic ability and guidance ability of the supervisors for postgraduates in
science and engineering is more apparent, while the influence of the management ability of the supervisors for postgraduates in
humanities and social science is stronger; and the influence of the academic ability of young supervisors is more outstanding,
while the guidance ability of middle-aged supervisors has a stronger promoting effect.

Keywords: supervisor’s ability; postgraduate’s innovation ability; postgraduate’s research performance; “Double First-Class”

university



