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On Realistic Predicament of the Review Capacity of the Academic Degree
Evaluation Committee and Legal Regulations

KANG Hanxiao, QI Zhanyong

(School of Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062 ,China)

Abstract: The academic degree evaluation committee in a university is the institution that exercises the right to confer degrees
and undertake specific degree conferring work. It is not only a degree management organization of a university, but also an
important part of the academic authority system. The relationship between the committee and its sub-committees is of superior
and subordinates, and it has the final say for the approval of any degree application. However, in practice, the university
academic degree evaluation committee faces some predicaments, such as the poor review capability of the committee, weak
review function of the sub-committees, and unspecified review responsibility of the two-level academic degree evaluation
committees. Based on that., the authors suggest that the university academic degree evaluation committee reconstruct the
supervision relationship between the two levels, determine the responsibilities of the committee and its sub-committees in pro
forma review and substantive review respectively and legalize or regulate cross-review between the committee and the sub-
committees, which could be regarded as new ideas for the formulation of a law of academic degrees.

Keywords: degree awarding at university; academic degree evaluation committee; sub-committee; review capacity
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Analysis of Intra-Campus Appeal and Settlement Mechanism for Degree Conferring Dispute

GU Haibo', LI Xue®

(1. School of Humanities and Law , Northeastern University, Shenyang 110169 ,China ;
2. Party School of the CPC Shenyang Municipal Committee » Shenyang 110036 ,China)

Abstract: The intra-campus appeal and settlement mechanism for degree conferring disputes aims to protect the academic
degree rights and interests of students. supervise the exercise of the university, and maintain a sound educational order.
However, the present intra-campus appeal and settlement mechanism for degree conferring disputes in China cannot fully play
its due role due to the lack of neutrality, narrow coverage, imperfect rules of procedure, and limited effectiveness of the
exercise of the authority. The investigation into the intra-campus appeal and settlement mechanisms for degree conferring
disputes in the United States, the Netherlands and the Taiwan region find that the coverage of their appeal and settlement
mechanisms is wide and the procedural rules are detailed. The appeal handling body has a great deal of independence and the
right to change or revoke the original decision made by functional departments in accordance with the principle of justice and
fairness. Therefore, the authors suggest that when we formulate a law of academic degrees or improve the regulations for higher-
learning institution, we should learn from good overseas experience. Specifically, the authors suggest that we adjust the degree
conferring dispute appeal handling organization from the academic degree evaluation committee to an appeal handling committee, expand
the coverage of the appeal and settlement mechanism, introduce hearing clauses and pay attention to the effectiveness of the exercise of
the appeal handling authority. Furthermore, the authors suggest that we improve the intra-campus appeal and settlement mechanism
and promote substantive settlement of degree conferring disputes within the university campus.

Keywords: degree conferring dispute; intra-campus appeal; substantive settlement; mechanism



