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Reconstruction and Re-creation :

A Study on the Changes of Doctoral Student Training Mode in the Field of Education at Harvard University

ZHANG Xueliang, ZHANG Wei

(Northwestern Polytechnical University ,»Xi an 710072,China)

Abstract: The reform on professional doctoral degrees at Harvard University plays a leading role in the cultivation of doctoral
students in education in the world. Driven by the dual needs of responding to social doubts about the quality of professional
doctoral education and making up for the long-term absence of the education for doctoral students in philosophy, Harvard
University carries out drastic reform in the cultivation of doctoral students in education. The university has revoked the degree
of Ed. D. . newly introduced the degree of Ed. L. D. . and created the degree of Ph. D. in education, forming a new pattern of
two kinds of doctorates. From the perspective of training mode in comparison, the training of doctoral students pursuing for
the degree of Ed. L. D returns to the "practice" attribute, while that for the degree of Ph. D. in education highlights the
“academic” characteristic, both attaching great importance to interdisciplinary education and the improvement of the training
quality. As China is a later starter with the training of doctoral students in education, it has large room for development. The
authors propose that we can use the experience and lessons of Harvard University to actively promote the reform of the training mode
for doctoral students in education and better meet the needs of the country in economic, social and educational development.
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