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An Empirical Study of the Influencing Factors on the Scale Expansion of Doctoral Education .
Based on US data from 1980 to 2017

WANG Mei, XU Mi

(School of Education, Tianjin University . Tianjin 300354)

Abstract: To explore the influencing factors on the scale expansion of doctoral students, the authors use the empirical data from
1980 to 2017 of the American research-based doctoral education to build a vector error correction model covering four variables
doctoral student size, GDP, length of schooling, and number of supervisors. The research outcomes show that GDP and the
number of supervisors have a positive promotion effect to the scale expansion of doctoral students, and the length of schooling
has an inhibitory effect, which is predicted pretty strong in the short run. In view of the deferred graduation of doctoral
students has exceeded 60% in recent year in China, the authors propose to adjust the length of schooling, implement
regrouping and withdrawal mechanism and improve the cultural environment at universities for resolving the problems relating
to deferred graduation.

Keywords: scale expansion; vector error correction model; length of schooling; postponed graduation



