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Panorama of China’s First-Class University Construction: Balancing “Dual Construction”,
Promoting Academic Activities, and Strengthening Character Governance

WANG Fei', WANG Yunlai®

(1. School of Education, Shandong Women’s University s Jinan 2503003
2. Institute of Education s Nanjing University s Nanjing 210093)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the development of universities has experienced four stages:
adjustment, reconstruction, prioritized construction and “double first-class” construction. The panorama of the development
spanning the four stages is based on the balance of institutional construction and human self-construction. The institutional
construction shows the democratic centralism in the centralized control and individual school running, and the human self-
construction embodies the ontological construction in the first-class university construction. When the institutional construction
exceeds the human self-construction, leading to a unbalanced construction between the two, the negative feedback mechanism
to restore the balance will give emphasis to academic nature, the mission of the “dual construction” is to better serve the
academic efficiency and academic interest of a university; and the maintenance of academic nature cannot be done without the
institutional guarantee in the overall context of realizing Chinese dream and national rejuvenation. The logical terminal objective
of the balanced “dual construction” and academic nature maintenance is for the cultivation of the subject deterministic power. i.
e. the character and morals building of humans, which requires timely follow-up of the construction of the soft power, on
which we can strengthen character governance. Dual construction, negative feedback mechanism. and the subject deterministic
power jointly constitute an all-factor model for the first-class university construction. The comprehensive power of this model
can help the first-class university construction move forward and far steadily.

Keywords: first-class university; all-factor model; “dual construction”; academic; character governance
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