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Experience and Implication of Doctoral Cultivationat a World-class American University :

Based on the analysis of the interviews with doctoral students at UCLA

CHEN Yue', ZHAI Yue®

(1. School of Education s Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062;
2. Graduate School of Education s Peking University , Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Based on the in-depth interviews at UCLA, a world’s first-class university in the United States, this paper studies
the effective strategies the university has taken for its doctoral student education. Subsequently, this paper finds many good
practices the university has developed for its cultivation of doctoral students, i. e. the establishment of an extensive modular
course system with the focus on cultivating doctoral students in the education process; the priority given to the interdisciplinary
role in doctoral education so as to make good use of the methods and wisdom of different disciplines; the importance attached to
doctoral qualification examination with the emphasis on cultivation process monitoring and strict implementation of the policy to
drop out students whose performance could not live up to the expectation; the establishment of a featured " research
apprentices’ society" to strengthen the guidance of supervisors to doctoral students; the establishment of TA and RA practice
posts, which provides various "hidden" benefits for doctoral students; and the unrestricted and liberal learning atmosphere that
ensures pure research by doctoral students. In conclusion. the authors, with reference to the experience of the world-class
American universities and in considering the practical conditions of China in cultivating doctoral students, propose some specific
measures for improving the cultivation of doctoral students in China.

Keywords: world-class American university; University of California, Los Angeles; doctoral student cultivation; doctoral

student education
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Connotation , Functions and Practice Strategies for Independent Learning in

Course Teaching for Postgraduates

XUE Xinxin, HU Lifang

(School of Education s Renmin University of China s Beijing 100872)

Abstract: In the lifelong education system, schools, serving as bases for training students into professionals, should take the
cultivation of the independent learning ability for students as their important mission. At the “pyramid top” of education, the
postgraduate education is also an important chain of the life-long education system, and independent learning should run
through the whole process of the postgraduate cultivation. Course teaching is a key link in the postgraduate cultivation, and
integrating independent learning into the postgraduate curriculum system is an important way to improve the quality of
postgraduate education. Based on the systematic explanation of the connotation of independent learning in the postgraduate
curriculum, this paper analyzes the role of independent learning in the postgraduate curriculum, and puts forward how to
integrate independent learning into the postgraduate curriculum from the educatee and educator dimensions: i. e. postgraduates
should develop a good habit of independent learning, while teachers should establish new concepts for teaching and curriculum.
In addition, governments and universities should provide supportive conditions and guarantee for independent learning in the
postgraduate curriculum.

Keywords: postgraduate; independent learning; course teaching; practice strategy



