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Manifestation and Causes of Academic Drift of Professional Degree Postgraduate Education and Governance Thereof
ZHENG Shiliang, LI Dan

(Graduate School s Shanghai Second Polytechnic University , Shanghai 201209)

Abstract: The academic governance logic of universities poses a challenge to the diversification of postgraduate education. In the

‘

practice of professional degree education, there is an “academic drift” that deviates from the application orientation. In the
research perspective and based on the analytical paradigm of the new institutionalism theory, this paper deeply analyzes the
possible issues of “academic drift”, and believes the “institutional isomorphism” is a theory that explains the extension of the
professional degree postgraduate education to the academic field. The coercive mechanism, mimetic mechanism, and normative
mechanism are the motivations for professional degree postgraduate education to deviate from the application orientation. To
achieve governance over the “academic drift" of the professional degree postgraduate education, this paper suggests that we
grasp the application orientation of professional degree postgraduate education to improve the classification and multi-
governance framework of postgraduate education. It also suggests that we establish an innovation system matrix suitable for
professional degree postgraduate education beyond path dependence, renew knowledge values and construct a field practice
community for professional postgraduate education organizations.

Keywords: professional degree; academic drift; path dependence; new institutionalism



