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Doctoral Student Enrollment Expansion and Scale Limit:

Measurement for predicting the scale of doctoral student cultivation

LI Lifang', LI Wei*

(1. Research Institute for Higher Education, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 ;
2. School of Education s, Huanggang Normal University , Huanggang » Hubei 438000)

Abstract: With rapid social progress and economic development in China, the demand for high-level talent has been increasing
continuously in recent years and the expansion of doctoral education scale has become an irresistible trend. According to the
research literature available, economic indicators like GDP and the investment in R&.D are very predictive for the scale of
doctoral education. Upon the comparison between China and five foreign countries in terms of similar indicators, with the
forecast of talent supply and demand in China, the authors conclude that it is proper for China to maintain the scale of doctoral
education at about 90, 000 every year, and its enrollment expansion should be interactive with the changes of economic
aggregate and R&.D input. At the same time, the authors propose in this paper some suggestions to promote the simultaneous
improvement of the scale and the quality of doctoral education in China.

Keywords: doctorate student; enrollment expansion; training scale; double first-class



