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Degree Types and Subsidies to Postgraduates:
Targeting Effect of Postgraduate Funding Policies in China

LIU Xiao, YANG Po, YAN Fengqiao

(Graduate School of Education, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Based on policies and the data from large-scale postgraduate surveys, this paper analyzes in three aspects the funding
problems to postgraduates who study for different degrees, i. e. the national overall design, the practical situation at
universities, and personal gains. According to the study, the authors find that China now pays attention to the establishment of
a postgraduate funding system and does not encourage different subsidies to postgraduates with the same record of formal
schooling but in pursuit of different degree types. However, in practice, academic postgraduates and professional postgraduates
face different funding situations at universities. Although the coverage of funding for postgraduates in China becomes gradually
larger with more money granted to students, the postgraduates studying in different degree types are obviously different when
it comes to the sum of the subsidies. In comparison, the tuition for academic postgraduates is lower than that for professional
postgraduates and the proportions and sums of the grant subsidy and the remunerative subsidy for academic postgraduates are
higher than those for professional postgraduates.

Keywords: degree type; postgraduate funding; targeting effect



