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How Does Quality Difference of Doctoral Applicants Determine the Quality of Their Doctoral Dissertations?
A study based on full data

GUO Haiyan', LIU Chunrong', ZHANG Zhibin*

(1. Graduate School of Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875;
2. Teacbers’ College of Beijing Union University . Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The quality of newly admitted doctoral students plays a fundamental and decisive role in ensuring the quality of
education. The key to ensuring the admission of high-quality applicants is to have a more effective evaluation procedure for
admission. This paper adopts the quantitative results of the anonymous doctoral dissertation evaluation as the core indicators to
measure the cultivation quality and uses statistical analysis method to analyze the influence of student source differences on the
quality of doctoral dissertations in the overall and discipline categories. The study shows that the quality of doctoral
dissertations is obviously impacted by the admission method, the admission category and the identity of the applicants.
Therefore, the authors propose that the admission proportions of successive master-doctor and undergraduate-doctor students
should be increased by a large margin, and the proportion of target-area students should be further reduced. In particular, it is
necessary to strictly control the admission of target-area applicants who are not teaching and research personnel. Because the
disciplinary characteristics of humanities are strong, the authors particularly propose deep consideration on the personal ability
and characteristics of the applicants in evaluation.
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