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“MicroMaster” Degree Program: Unbundling and Remodeling of Diploma Education

ZHANG Su,ZHANG Zhonghua

(School of Teacher Education, Jiangsu University , Zhenjiang s Jiangsu 212013)

Abstract: The " MicroMaster" program initiated by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology with participation of top
universities around the world is a degree program offering postgraduate courses. After online study and obtaining a
MicroMaster certificate, people can apply for study in classroom for a formal master’s degree. The program integrates the
online credits into the credit system of traditional degree courses. This new way of study has made breakthrough in the barrier
in which the credits earned in online education can hardly be officially recognized, and it has successfully linked the online
education with traditional diploma education. While bringing the obtaining of education certificate into the electronic era, the "
MicroMaster" program also simultaneously shakes the monopoly position of the traditional higher education in terms of diploma
discourse, knowledge production, and educational resource supply. It indicates a diversified and digitalized evolution of diploma
education.

Keywords: MicroMaster; degree program; diploma education; certificate of education qualification



