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From Instrumental Rationality to Communication Rationality :

An Analysis of “Supervisor-Postgraduate” Relationship

WANG Yanhua

(College of Management s Shenzhen University s Shenzhen s, Guangdong 518060)

Abstract: The improvement of postgraduate quality is closely related to the optimization of the supervisor system. The

relationship between supervisors and postgraduates is the fundamental basis for the sustainability and development of the

supervisor system. Meanwhile, it is also a factor directly influencing the individual development of postgraduates. The

academic-centered supervisor-postgraduate relationship is a kind of rational communication relationship established during

teaching and learning, research and all daily interactive activities. Because the rationality caused by disadvantages of

modernization becomes more and more “purpose-means” concentrated, the instrumental rationality increasingly dissolves the

normal relationship between supervisors and postgraduates. By using the theoretic concept of Habermas’ Communicative

Rationality, this paper analyzes the intrinsic characteristics of the relationship between supervisors and postgraduates, discusses

the establishment of a new type relationship between them in a three-dimension formation featuring communicative rationality,

living world and discourse ethics. This paper also proposes to get rid of the erosion of instrumental rationality and realize the

transformation from the individual subjective rationality to the group communicative rationality.

Keywords: supervisor-postgraduate relationship; communicative rationality; living world; discourse ethic



