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An Analysis of the Dilemmain Cultivating Innovative Personnel at
Universities under the Background of “Double First-Class” Construction .

From the Viewpoint of New Institutionalism Based on Organizational Analysis

ZHU Yucheng, ZHOU Haitao

(Research Institute for Higher Education, Beijing Normal University . Beijing 100875)

Abstract: Reform does not happen spontaneously. It is influenced by both structural restriction of external environment and
initiative of internal individuals. The restriction and the initiative are in a mode of “mutually dependent structure” and become
the two sides of the “coin” in cultivating students into innovative talents. This paper believes that. in terms of innovative
personnel training, China should move forward from the institutional arrangement featuring state steering to the joint drive of
both internal and external forces. Therefore, this paper proposes that we should keep an eye on the external structure and
opportunities that may influence the institutional change while being watchful for the actions that someone might take by
making use of the institutional environment to find legal recognition for personal interest. This paper further proposes,
externally, improvement of government power release mechanism, enterprise profit-induced mechanism and typical guidance
and demonstration mechanism of universities; internally, strengthening endogenous power of higher-learning institutions and
institutional interest of people who take various actions. In this way, a policy “transmission chain” can be really forged for
dynamic implementation of policies, and the institutionalization and legalization can be realized for the innovative personnel
cultivation in the institutions of higher learning.

Keywords: higher education;innovative personnel cultivation;duality of structure; new institutionalism



