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The Development, Challenge and Countermeasure of Professional Doctorate Education

Based on Case Study of the Ed.D. Program in Australia
WANG Jianliang'?, YAO Lin'

(1. School of Educations Central China Normal University ;
2. Education Policy Research Center of Hubei Province , Wuhan 430079)

Abstract: As a new type of doctorate, the Ed.D degree system has developed very fast since it was born in Australia in the
1990s and it is now a significant component of the doctorate system and especially of the professional doctorate system.
However, the Ed. D degree system has faced many challenges in its development, such as supervisors who are not so
professional, dissertations that lack characteristics and even the doctoral degree identity crisis. In order to develop Ed.D system
in a healthy and sustainable way, Australian universities and government have taken steps to reform the Ed.D system with
focus on Ed.D candidate cultivation orientation. improvement of cultivation mode, strengthening guidance to Ed.D candidates
and innovation in graduation examination. This paper, based on the problems arising from the domestic Ed. D cultivation
process, makes some inspired proposals for better developing Ed.D professional academic education in China.

Keywords: Ed.D; professional doctoral education; Australia; academic degree system reform



