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Comparison Between the Structures of Postgraduate Education Systems

in China and Japan and the Revelation Thereof

XU Guoxing, YANG Wen, XIE Anbang

(Institute for Advanced Studies in Education s East China Normal University s Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: The author finds similarities and differences in the structures of the master student education systems between China
and Japan upon a quantitative comparison between the structure features of the systems based on official statistics. Both of the
structures are influenced jointly by internal academic behaviors, features of labor markets and the guidance of government
policies. The specific mechanisms of these three factors influence the structures in different ways. The influencing factors and
the sameness and difference of the mechanism are the most important elements to restrict the structural characteristics of the
postgraduate education systems in the two countries. This finding is of great inspiring significance to the adjustment of the
structure of the postgraduate education system in China. The author believes that only by in-depth understanding of the unique
characteristics of the influencing factors to the postgraduate education system in China can we formulate policies suitable for
practical and actual needs.
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