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World University Rankings by Subject and the First-rate Discipline Construction in China

Based on Analysis of QS World University Rankings by Subject 2016

LIU Haitao

(Institute of Education s Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: We need advanced scientific reference standard or assessment system to build world first-rate disciplines. Now the

discipline ranking is one of the generally used discipline assessment standard internationally. This study, by using the QS World

University Rankings as the analytic framework, analyzes the cases of the QS rankings 2016 from the viewpoint of discipline

screening and assessment indicator system. Moreover, it analyzes the foundational conditions and status quo of the first-rate

discipline construction in China based on the latest data of the disciplines that have been selected into the QS rankings. For the

goal to construct world first-rate disciplines, this article gives some thoughts and makes relevant analysis on how to rationally

view the discipline rankings, how to develop top disciplines. and how to improve the international prestige of the disciplines.

Keywords: world first-rate discipline; subject rankings; discipline construction; QS



