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A Qualitative Study on Predicament Cause of Double-supervisor System and Improvement thereof

—Based on Case Study of S University

SHI Weilin', CHENG Jin*, WEN Yonghong'®, LI Zhenbo', QI Changzheng'

(1. Higher Education Institute , president office and Graduate School s of China University of Petroleum (Beijing), Beijing 102249;
2. Tong fang Knowledge Network Technology Co.. Ltd. (Beijing) . Beijing 100192)

Abstract: The promotion of the implementation of the double-supervisor system with joint efforts from school supervisors and
supervisors from enterprises to guide academic study of postgraduates has become an important innovation policy in China to
improve the quality of the professional degree postgraduate education. Yet. unfortunately the double-supervisor system has
encountered a predicament in implementation. In order to clarify the root cause of the difficulty, the author has adopted a
qualitative study method based on the agency theory and resource dependence theory to analyze the interview feedback from 41
supervisors from S University and enterprises. as well as some postgraduates. The outcomes from the analysis show the
fundamental reasons for the difficulty to implement the double-supervisor system are incompatibility in internal motivation
mechanism and resource missing from and conflict between the organizing entities for the system. Therefore, this paper
suggests that to fundamentally solve the problems, the influential factors inside and between the organizing entities be fully
addressed and corresponding improvement measures be put forward accordingly.
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