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Institutional Awareness and Training Approach Transformation
in the Development of China’s Postgraduate Education

QI Xinghua'!, HUANG Wei*

(1. School o f Government s Sun Yat-sen University s Guangzhou 510275;2. Lingnan Normal University , Zhanjiang , Guangdong 524048)

Abstract: The postgraduate education in China can trace back to the early 20th century, and the institutional construction had
been the major force for the development of the postgraduate education in China until the 1990s. Then, with the formation and
stabilization of the basic system framework of the education. the development came into an engineering stage. The institutional
construction and engineering approach are the two fundamental motive forces for long-term development of the postgraduate
education. Presently, the postgraduate education is facing a transformation of motive force for development. The quality
governance becomes an optional choice for independent development of postgraduate education at higher-learning institutions.
The development concept changes from a closed system to an open system, from an isolated space to a public space; the
development mode moves from a statistic linkage system to a dynamic subjective experience system, from school system-
institutional knowledge study and research to individual-group academic exchange and innovation; the development entity
changes from government to universities, and the leading factor from external power to the endogenous power. The focus on
the development of postgraduates shifts from identity confirmation to identity acknowledgement, from group identity
acknowledgement to the formation of individualized development paths.

Keywords: postgraduate education; development path; institutionalization; engineering approach; quality governance





