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An Empirical Research on the Learning Motivation of Doctoral Students

LI Xue

(Institute of Education, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100083)

Abstract: Students’ learning motivation is an important factor that affects the academic achievement and quality of doctoral

education. An empirical research is conducted on the learning motivation of doctoral students of a Project985 university by using

the qualitative method. It is found that learning motivation is a combination of intrinsic motivation(academic interest, will of

self —improvement) and external motivation(degree requirements, individualized goals), and its influencing factors include task

characteristics, teaching level, level of academic guidance, learning atmosphere, personal factors and economic pressure.

Suggestions are also made to strengthen and increase the learning motivation of doctoral students.

Keywords: learning motivation; doctoral student; qualitative research



