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Identity of Interdisciplinary Doctoral Programs: Crisis and Reconstruction

GUAN Hui

(Institute of Public Administration, Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology, Nanjing. Jiangsu 210044)

Abstract: Despite its importance in training high-level innovative talents and promoting interdisciplinary studies,
interdisciplinary doctoral education faces an identity crisis as in self-identification, peer recognition and social acknowledgment.
The root causes of the crisis are a rigid system of disciplines with its limitations, hasty post-modernist deconstruction and an
intolerant doctoral evaluation system. Reconstructing the identity of disciplines is an important basis for the sustainable
development of interdisciplinary doctoral education, which requires both a firm goal in its own identification and a supportive
environment with eventual unity of interdisciplinary studies and other disciplines.

Keywords: interdisciplinary doctoral program; identity; crisis; reconstruction



