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Characteristics, Motivation and Models of Interdisciplinary Training for Graduate Students

GAO Lei, ZHAO Wen-hua

(Institute of Higher Education, Shanghai Jiao Tong University » Shanghai 200240)

Abstract: Interdisciplinary training has become a common mode of training for graduate students in many countries and also a
major issue in China’s reform of graduate education. Compared with traditional graduate training, interdisciplinary training is
characterized by a diversity of knowledge, problem-oriented studies, and synergic innovation, with strong motivation. There
are specific models of interdisciplinary training and a university should adopt an appropriate model based on its needs and
strengths.
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