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Abstract: Traditional graduate education in Japan aimed at training academic talents, particularly in doctoral education where a
supervisor-centered research process was the norm. With the social development, this traditional graduate education model
could no longer meet the demands for diversified talents in the new era. In order to raise training quality and improve the
employment situation, an education reform has been carried out across Japan since 2005. Opposed to narrowly-defined
specialized training, it emphasized wider-ranging general education with systematically revised graduate curricula. This reform
under the guidance of the government policy marked the beginning of a shift towards general education in Japanese graduate training.
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