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Common Problems in Research Proposals by Master’s Students

With a Discussion on Problem Awareness and Theoretical Awareness in Academic Research

YAN Xian-jun

(Institute of Marxism . Yunnan University , Kunming, Yunnan 650091)

Abstract; The quality of a research proposal determines the quality of the degree thesis. The proposal decides on an appropriate
research topic which must follow professional standards and topic standards. The former refers to the selection of a topic that must
comply with an area of specialization; the latter refers to the selection of a topic that must meet four criteria: specific, focused, original
and meaningful. A meaningful topic must be a true problem. Academic research distinguishes between true and false problems by
relying on the factual principle, logic principle and theoretical principle. A real problem must have theoretical awareness, conform to the
common customs and standards of a specific academic community, and be studied in the form of paradigm research.
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