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“Thirty Rules of Higher Education” from a Perspective of the Theory of Multiple Streams

LU Wang, ZHANG Xiao-xia, ZHANG Qian

(School of Education, Huazhong University of Science and Technology Wuhan, Hubei 430074)

Abstract: The “Thirty Rules of Higher Education” were issued by the Ministry of Education in 2012 as a result of many

factors. An analysis by the theory of multiple streams indicates several streams leading to their formulation: a problem stream

corresponding to public concerns about unsatisfactory training quality, levels of scientific research and capacity for social

service; a policy stream corresponding to the demand of the government and academia for a better quality of higher education;

and a political stream corresponding to the concept of scientific development.

In 2011, Hu Jintao’s speech at the 100th

anniversary of the Tsinghua University eventually provided the “policy window” for the “Thirty Rules of Higher Education”.
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