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A Comparative Study of Master’s Degree Programs in Higher Education in China and the U. S.

— A Case Study of Programs at Xiamen University and Harvard University

BAO Shui-mei

(Institute of Education, Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: Master’s degree programs in higher education at Xiamen University and Harvard University are primarily identical in

their student recruitment, aims of training, length of study, classroom instruction, social practice and thesis preparation.

However, Harvard University does not require research work or a degree thesis. There are also some other differences between

the two universities due to their specific emphasis and priorities. Learning from the American experience is conducive to the

development of graduate education in China.
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