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Rethinking on the Identity of Doctor of Education as a Professional Degree

XU Lan

(The Research Center of Higher Education Development , Xiamen University, Xiamen, Fujian 361005)

Abstract: The main differences between PhD and EdD programs lie in their purposes, processes of study and philosophical basis
of knowledge. EdD programs emphasize application-oriented practice, critical thinking and participant action research in
response to the needs of teacher empowerment and emancipation in real educational settings. To correct the erroneous notion
about EdD as “an inferior degree” or “non-research degree”, EdD’s unique value should be brought into full play in facilitating
teachers’ professional development.
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