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1 Degrees conferred by institutions of higher education, by sex and level
v Bachelor’s degree Master’s degree First professional degree Doctor’s degree
ar
o Total Men | Women | Total Men | Women | Total Men | Women | Total Men | Women
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
1
1909~2010 37( 1)99 28,762 | 8437 2,113 | 1,555 558 (2) (2) (2) 443 399 44
1
1949~1950 4%; ())’3‘3 328,8411103,217| 58,183 | 41,220 | 16,963 (2) (2) (2) 6,420 5,804 616
C s JVOC
(D -
1959~1960 392440 254,0631138,377| 74,435 | 50,898 | 23,537 (2) (2) (2) 9,829 8,801 1,028
1960~1961/ 365,174 |224,538(140,636| 84,609 | 57,830 | 26,779 | 25,253 | 24,577 676 10,575 | 9,463 | 1,112
1965~1966/520,115(299,287|220,828|140,602| 93,081 | 47,521 | 30,124 | 28,982 | 1,142 | 18,237 | 16,121 | 2,116

(1) Includes first professional degrees; (2) First professional degrees are included with bachelor’s degrees

Source: US. Department of Education, National center for Education Statistics
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’ First-professional Doctor’s
, Year degree (A) degree (B) A.B
s Total Total
1968~1969 35,914 26,158 1.37:1
’ ) ’ ’ 1969~1970 31,918 29,816 | 1.17:1
1979~1980 70,131 32,615 2.15:1
’ N N 1985~1986 73,910 33,653 2.20:1
’ 1989~1990 70,988 38,371 1.85:1
’ 1999~2000 80,057 44,808 1.79.1
s 2008~2009 92,004 67,716 1.36:1
s , Source: http://nces. ed. gov/programs/digest/d10/tables/
R dt10 305. aspnces. ed. gov/programs/digest/d10/tables/dt10
R R 302. asp
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3 Number of institutions and first-professional degrees conferred by degree-granting institutions
in dentistry, medicine, and law, by sex of student: Selected years, 1949 ~1950 through 2008 ~2009
Dentistry (D.D. S. or D. M. D.) Medicine (M. D.) Law (LL.B. or J.D.)
Year N Degrees conferred N Degrees conferred N Degrees conferred
Total Male | Female Total Male | Female Total Male | Female
1961~1962 | 46 3183 3166 17 81 7138 6749 389 134 9364 9091 273
1969~1970 | 48 3718 3684 34 86 8314 7615 699 145 | 14916 | 14115 801
1979~1980 | 58 5258 4557 700 112 | 14902 | 11416 3486 179 | 435647 | 24893 | 10754
1989~1990 | 57 4100 2834 1266 124 | 15075 9923 5152 182 | 36485 | 21079 | 15406
1999~2000 | 54 4250 2547 1703 118 | 15286 8761 6525 190 | 38152 | 20638 | 17514
2008~2009 | 55 4918 2637 2281 120 | 15987 8164 7823 203 | 44045 | 23860 | 20185
N: Number of institutions conferring degrees( )
:http://nces. ed. gov/programs/digest/d10/tables/dt10 290. asp
2.
4
1985~1986 | 5046 | 15938 | 1029 1547 903 612 2270 3395 35844 | 7283 43 73910
1994~1995| 3897 | 15537 | 1264 2011 2708 614 2188 3654 40079 | 5859 998 75800
1999~2000 | 4250 | 15286 | 1293 2236 5669 569 2251 3809 38152 | 6129 413 80057
2005~2006 | 4389 | 15455 | 1198 2718 9292 347 2370 2564 43440 | 5666 216 87655
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The Development of First Professional Degree and Its Inspirations for China

DU Yan-feng, GAO Jiajia, LU Bo

(Institute of Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510631)

Abstract: The First Professional Degree is a special American high-level professional degree. It signifies both the completion of
the academic requirements for beginning practice in a given profession and a level of professional skill beyond that normally
required for a bachelor’s degree. Now, such degrees with a professional, extendable and practical nature are awarded in the
fields of medicine, law, theological professions, etc. The existence and development of the first professional degree not only
have an important effect on American higher education but are also significant to social progress and development in America.
This type of degree also provides inspirations for China in its efforts to integrate professional degree education and professional
qualification, to establish independent professional degree programs and to develop doctoral training in various professional
fields.
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