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Academic Research and Status of a Disciplinary Program

—A Case Study on the History of a National Key Disciplinary Program

LEI Hong-de

(Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, Hubei 430074)

Abstract: Academic research is faced with an issue of the status of a disciplinary program. Higher education research at
Huazhong University of Science and Technology is a national key program. A case study on its history shows that the
attainment and enhancement of its status is a process of strength accumulation based on academic research, and the process
involves developmental stages of inception, growth and maturation. To acquire and raise its status, a disciplinary program must
achieve specialization and general recognition of its academic research.
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