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Study of Distribution Characteristics of National Excellent Doctoral Dissertations

WU Gen-zhou

(Department o f Education, Nanchang University , Nanchang, Jiangxi 330031)

Abstract: National Excellent Doctoral Dissertations (NEDDs) are found to be unevenly distributed among universities of
different strengths and ratings, with universities affiliated to central government ministries winning most NEDDs. NEDDs are
mostly in the four fields of natural science, engineering, agriculture and medicine. NEDDs in natural sciences are largely
produced by Program 985 universities and the Chinese Academy of Sciences; NEDDs in the humanities and social sciences come
primarily from comprehensive universities, normal universities and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; NEDDs in military
science, agriculture and medicine are basically from institutions specialized in those areas. It is evident that few major changes
have taken place in the basic framework of China’s higher education in the past 60 years. To improve this situation, doctoral
programs across the nation should strengthen their core competitiveness and unique features instead of trying to be all-
encompassing.
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