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An Fmpirical Study of Research Methodologies for Doctoral Dissertations on Comparative Education in Mainland China

MTAO Xue jie

(Institute of International and Comp arative Education, N ortheast N ormal University, Changchun, Jilin 130024)

Abstract: By investigating thirty doctoral dissertations on comparative education randomly select ed from atotal of 145 published
in Mainland China between 2000 and 2010, an empirical study was made about the research methodologies used for these
dissertations. A number of problems were found: a weak awareness of proper methodology, confusion between research
strategy and research methods, reliance on secondary sources rather than primary evidence, and relatively low thesis quality due
to a lack of sufficient verification. T o correct this situation, measures should be taken to raise the overall awareness of the
importance of appropriate research methods, provide effective training in research methodology, establish the priority of
primary evidence, and adopt the process of triangular verification in research.
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